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in beha/f Of those who cannot speak for themselves but depend on honorable mefl and women for ~indness, mercy and Wee” >. ~

POST OFFICE BOX 8257 “ PITTSBURGH, PA 15218 “ (412) 244-1372 ● HOURS TO 5:30 p.m. DAILY

EDWARD J. BLOTZER, JR.
Chief Humane Society Police Officer

7113 ’99i’lM31 PI:52

cc: Concerned

30 March 1999

U. S. DRUG AND FODD ADMINEWMTION
Attn: @le D. Jaffe, Dockets Management
FDA / EKES Room 1-23
12/.+20Parklawn Drive,
Rockfille, MD 2085i’

Friends:

Respectfully request you support the petition to ban
the inhumme and bzmtal forced molting of layer hens
(Docket 98P 0203/cP).

This is not necessary; it is cruel and inhumane, besides
unethical to do so.

Kindness and coopezation Invited and will
be appreciated (especially by the hens) .. and other
humane people livihg in the U.S.A.

Humanely and sincerely,

6
Y

EDWARD J. BLOWER, JR., President
Ohief SPCA Police Officer (Since 1970).

A FWic Service fo Peep/eand Pets without any cost to faxpayers, by wkmfeer/experLs in the care arrdwelfare of animals,and laws profecfing arrirnakfrom rteglecVabuse.

Charferedby fhe Commonwealthof Pennsylvania1970 ● A Non-Profit Society (SPCA)

- Law Enforcement ● Humane Education -



V ,
,’:,@a,,,)?‘“, ,’

a ..A’A

WHYHEIPAHIMAW
OII:IIREH’TPEOP1[MOREIMPORTIINT?

People who work hard in many ways to improve animal welfare are hnniliar w i{h the harsh
criticisms directed against their participation in the cause. Many critics say, “There are plentyof
people, particularly children who need help. Why not devote yourself to them?” In many cases,
these critics are not even involved in charitable work of any kind.

While it is true that many cruelt ies and heartless acts are being perpetrated against humans by
humans, this does not lessen the horrific persecut iotl and suffering of animals.

The use of animals in needless~esrnet ic research projects is particularly repugnant. This type of
“research”oflen involves prolonged, agonizing experiments, lifelong caging, restraining devices,

etc. The systematic torture of defenseless creatures claims the lives of millions of animals each

yew, in our nation alone. Additional millions suffer at the hands of cruel humans as the animals
are trapped, maimed, and murdered in the name of sportsmanship or in the pursuit of a ~
fashionable garment.

Those wfm are sensit ive enough to be distressed by animal suffering are, of course, distressed by
human suff’ring too, and qnany are involved with II UIIWIIcharities. It should not he forgotten
II}(I(In[wy significant an{l socinl tcli)rnw ( Iikc chihl protcc[i(m Icgislol ioil) were Iwlpcd uh)ng by
people who also loved animals.

,,

‘Those who are dedicated to helping the less fortunate, whether they be human or non-hwnm+
usuallydo not denounceotherssimilarly inv~lve~ – and retwjn~e the need in ~ebing ~th”

1,

Kindness to humans and non-humans is not a question of priority – but rather of

being‘consistent. If a person has the ability to feel compassion, it is usually not
restricted to one situation of one species. One can enjoy childre~ animals, ‘
flowers, clean air, clean water, and other beautiful things in this world without
specializing in one. Similarlyj one can feel strongly about human rights and , ~,

mimal rights with the s~me amount of fervor. Perhaps the critics should not

:ondemn those who fee! they must do something 10 help animals – they should

Instead redirect their criticism to the fellow in the mirror who does nothing at all’”’

Foranyone.
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Comrwy: PROCRE’S51VE ANIMAL WELFARE S@3ETY
Distributed: Amlmd Cart sod Wclfme, SPCA

H) BOX 82S7
Plu.sburgb, PA 15218
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CRUELTY CONNECTION CONFERENCE SPOTLIGHTS
LINK BETWEEN ANIMAL AND HUMAN VIOLENCE \

our efforts to improve the welfare of
nnimals in our community ’took a giant
leap on November 7.

Apprnxinmtely 130 people —sociril
wl)l’k!.1”~, l)Hy(’lllil(lf!lMl.}i,plllir(’, Illw,yt’1’tl,

vel[!)it)~lrilll)s~]l)(l h211clI(wMI“IWIIIl’(!lIII~,yI-
vnnin, Ncw York,(~nlifi)rl)in, (;nl~n(l[l nnct
Japan — came to the University of Penn-
sylvania to learn about the connection be-
tween animal abuse, child abuse and fam-
ily violence.

Many others heard about the confer-

ence through stories in the Philadelphia
Inquirer and the Daily News.

The Cruelty Connection conference
was sponsored by the PSIWA nnd the Ceu-

ter fir the JnterdMions of Animals find So-
ciety at the University of Pennsylvania
School of Veterinary Medicine.

It was, organized by Vicki Mehl,
PSPCA Director of Education and Dr.
James Serpell, Director of the Center.

A prestigious ii,st of spenkers f[ltlned
the conference faculty: Dr. Frank Ascione,
a professor at Utah State University, who
serves on the Scientific Advisory Council
of the 1[umnne Society of the United ●Stntcs
mId IIIC fl~iil(l nnd Anilnnl AINIFI(IPrMwn-
timl l’roj(’cl (Iflh(! IJltlllllllI“otllllllll.ion;” Ih’.

{hry l’ntrmmk, l)ircclor of’ the Tufls Uni-

versity Gmter for Anirnnls nnd Public

I’olicy; Dr, Richard Gcllcs, new Dean ultl)e
School of Social Work at the [University of

Pennsylvania; Howard Davidson, Es(I., lJi-
rector of the American Bar Association’s
Center on Children and the Law.

These speakers, along with others,
educated the audience about the tangled
web of abuse in families in crisis.

(%w histories nnd remxjrch statistics

all graphically illustrated the tragic con-

?
nection between the dog who gets “eked
for wetting orI the floor and Lhe wi e who

gets hit for asking the wrong question or
the child who targets his neighbor’s cat
tirst and his classmates later.

Connections between our treatment of
animals and our treatment of our fellow
human beings seem obvious; there is much

evidence of this, especially within the per-

sonal histories of lifelong criminals who
stakted on the pnth of violent behavior very
enrl,y in their lives with animals and moved
(Ill ({I Idll(lr {!IIIIIIM!II 11!)(1Illlllltfl.

NOW wo IIIUVU bwnrd wluliom lIHII
tnrgct correcting violent nnd abueive be-
havior earlier This means that animal
abuse cannot be dismissed as an unimport-
ant or irrelevant act. In families where
animals are abused, children, spouses and
elders are also likely to be victims.

Cross-reporting of investigation au-
thorities may be the standard in the fu-
ture. For example, when humane otIicers
investigate animal abuse and see an eld-
erly person or young child in the dwelling,
this could be reported to the appropriate
agencies to monitor the well-being of the
people. Our Humane Officers do this al-
ready if they see evidence of abuse of hu-
mans in the household.

The conference evaluations were all
extremely complimentary, but the real
measure of success is in actions, not just
opinions.

[kcnuse of our etTorts, more people are
inking tlm iwum of nnimnl nhlwm more Rn-

IiIMINl,y. As n IIIHUII. nl III(! col)fiw(’lw(!, tlw
Philmlelphin I)epnrt.ment of Iiuman Ser-

vices hns redesigned their intake surveys
for child nbuse and domestic violence to
include questions about animal abuse.

There are efforts underway to use this
new form as a standard model for the State
of Pennsylvania. And at the Philadelphia
Community College, Professor Sandy
Folzer is now including the animal abuse
link in her professional classes for social
workers. ●

These are dramatic changes that have
happened in one month’s time. Through
our participation in Philadelphia’s Family
Violence Coordinating Council and our
teacher training programs, the PSPCA will

continue to make a difference for animals.
---Vicki Mehl,

Director of Humane Education
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